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MAYOR LIGHTFOOT ISSUES DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY IN RESPONSE TO
INFLUX OF NEW ARRIVALS

CHICAGO — Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot issued an emergency declaration in response to
the surge of new arrivals since last month, with large numbers of people, mostly
families, arriving to Chicago and following the arrival today of 48 individuals and
families inhumanely bussed to Chicago by Texas Governor Greg Abbott. Since August
2022, the City has coordinated a multi-departmental, city-wide strategy in
partnership with the State and Cook County for receiving and providing emergency
care for over 8,000 new arrivals.

This humanitarian crisis has required collective and swift action, which is why the
City has partnered with a variety of City departments, Aldermen, community-based
organizations, and community leaders to identify sites to serve as temporary respite
centers and temporary shelters to address this recent surge in new arrivals.

We should all understand that this crisis will likely deepen before we see it get better,
so as we move forward, the City of Chicago will have to bring additional locations
online to prepare for the arrival of more individuals and families and to relieve
Chicago Police Department districts. The City of Chicago is in the midst of a national
humanitarian crisis, and through a unified effort in accordance with its values as a
welcoming city, Chicago is doing everything it can to respond to the urgency of this
matter. The City has continued to call on federal and state governments to support
the new arrival mission with much-needed additional funding and resources for
emergency shelter and resettlement, as there are not enough resources currently to
meet the need.

The full text of the emergency declaration is attached.
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